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Introduction : On Mariko's Travel Bag
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My feelings about travel bags go beyond mere form or function. The large
trunk that always accompanied the philosopher Maria Zambrano was a part
of her, traveling the world from her exile in Spain to Mexico, then to

Puerto Rico, America, Switzerland, Italy, and back to Spain. And in the end,
she placed her last cherished possessions in it before burning the rest. I

admire that decisiveness.

I myself did not lead such a tragic life; I lived my entire life here in Kyoto.
She married a diplomat but divorced, and remained single, supporting her
sister and mother. She loved cats and lived her life with coffee and a
typewriter. Countless letters exchanged with her close friend colored her
life. It's no wonder Emil Cioran called her a rare woman. In any case, I
consider her a disciple. My admiration for her philosophy led me to title

this piece "Travel Bag."

As I was writing this today, I received the welcome news that Nakajima
Yakisha's haiku collection "Ginmaku" had arrived at the used bookstore
"Gosui Shoka" in Kitashirakawa. I had almost given up and was in the
process of collecting about 20 haiku and translating them into English. "A
boy watching a boy in the galaxy" is the theme of JUNPA's "Winter Galaxy
Festival" to be held next year. This is how I wrote a dramatic reading for

Series 8, in which I embark on a journey through space with an Al youth.



Il mio rapporto con le valigie va oltre la semplice forma o funzionalita. Il
grande baule che accompagnava sempre la filosofa Maria Zambrano era
parte di lei, avendo viaggiato per il mondo dal suo esilio in Spagna al
Messico, poi a Porto Rico, in America, in Svizzera, in Italia e infine di
nuovo in Spagna. E alla fine, vi ripose 1 suoi ultimi oggetti piu cari prima di
bruciare tutto il resto. Ammiro quella risolutezza.

Io non ho avuto una vita cosi tragica; ho vissuto tutta la mia esistenza qui a
Kyoto. Sposo un diplomatico, ma divorzid e rimase nubile, mantenendo la
sorella e la madre. Amava i gatti e viveva la sua vita con il caffe e la
macchina da scrivere. Innumerevoli lettere scambiate con la sua cara amica
hanno arricchito la sua esistenza. Non c'¢ da stupirsi che Emil Cioran
l'abbia definita una donna rara. In ogni caso, la considero una discepola. La
mia ammirazione per la sua filosofia mi ha spinto a intitolare questo scritto
"Borsa da viaggio".

Mentre scrivevo queste righe, ho ricevuto la gradita notizia che la raccolta
di haiku di Nakajima Yakisha, "Ginmaku", era arrivata alla libreria
dell'usato "Gosui Shoka" a Kitashirakawa. Avevo quasi rinunciato e stavo
raccogliendo una ventina di haiku per tradurli in inglese. "Un ragazzo che
osserva un ragazzo nella galassia" ¢ il tema del "Festival Galattico
Invernale" della JUNPA, che si terra il prossimo anno. E cosi che ho scritto
una lettura drammatica per I'ottava stagione, in cui intraprendo un viaggio

nello spazio con un giovane dotato di intelligenza artificiale.
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A single sakura petal,
a heavy

madness.

Un singolo petalo
d1 sakura,

una pesante follia.



Yakisha Nakajima
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Stepping on a cicada shell
brings a terrifying,

fragile sound.

Calpestare 1l guscio di una cicala,
un suono fragile

e terrificante.



Yakisha Nakajima
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A blizzard,
happen the hawk grow old
and ascended to the gods.

Durante una bufera di neve,
1l falco invecchio

¢ ascese agli dei.



Yakisha Nakajima
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Eyes closed:
a black swallowtail

in the sky-city.

Occhi chiust:
una farfalla coda di rondine nera

nella citta celeste.



Yakisha Nakajima
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Silver Screen,
Spring Dawn,
a Black Horse

Silver Screen,
Alba di primavera,

un cavallo nero



Yakisha Nakajima
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the throat
to the bow hand—
the winter Milky Way flows.

Dalla gola
alla mano che regge l'arco —

scorre la Via Lattea invernale.



Yakisha Nakajima
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A seagull cries—
as i1f I ever could,

"Go kill a man."

Un gabbiano grida —
come se mai potessi dire:

«Va' a uccidere un uomo



Yakisha Nakajima
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A galaxy—
a boy gazing at another boy
beyond.

Una galassia:
un ragazzo che ne osserva un altro,

piu in la.



Yakisha Nakajima
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A frozen butterfly wanders

on a silver night train.

Una farfalla congelata vaga

su un treno notturno argentato.



Yakisha Nakajima
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In the spring rain,
the shrine maiden’s footprints are

fading away.

Sotto la pioggia primaverile,
le impronte della sacerdotessa

Svaniscono.
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A shower of neutrinos—
and yet, spring is

still tint.

Una pioggia di neutrini...
eppure, la primavera ¢

ancora tinteggiata.

Yakisha Nakajima
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Mariko Sumikura

Poet, translator, editor. Born in Kyoto in 1952. Graduated from the
Faculty of Letters, Ritsumeikan University. Representative of Japan
Universal Poets Association of Japan. Editor-in-Chief of the international
poetry magazine "A Bridge of Poetry: Ama-Hashi" Translation: Translates
works by contemporary poets from Japan and abroad. Works on the 200
books of JUNPA BOOKS series. Her work "Uttering Her Name" (based on
Gabriel Rosenstock's "Uttering Her Name") won the Irish Literary
Exchange Association's Translation and Publication Award in 2012.
"Bullistic" (originally written by Odveig Klyve) received a translation grant
from the Norwegian Association for the Promotion of Literature (NORLA)
in 2019.

Translated all of Dante Maffia's haiku. Includes the Manshu 2021, New
Manshu 2023, New Haiku 2024, Reflection Series 2025, and the
50-volume Collected Works 2026.

Major publications: "The Woman Who Fragrances the Heart," "The
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Woman Who Weaves Dreams," "The Woman Who Weaves Light," "The
Woman Who Dresses in Love," and "The Man Who Embraces the Earth"
(all published by Chikurinkan). 2010:

Overseas Publications : "Love is a Mysterious Equation" (Romania), "The
Dreamer" (Estonia), "Duet of Love" (Poland), "Spring" (Italy) (Albania)
Co-authored book : "Duet of Formula" with Laura Garavaglia, ”Duet of
Flowers” with Hanane Aad, "Duet of Forests" with Gabriel Rosenstock,
"Duet of Silk" with Mikhail Sinelnikov, "Duet of Clouds" with Juri Talvet
Invitated participation: 49th Struga Poetry Festival (Struga, Macedonia),
2011: Jan Smrek International Literary Festival (Bratislava, Slovakia),
2015: Como Poetry Festival - Europa in He was invited to participate in the
Versi (Como, Italy), the 2015 Mihai Eminescu International Poetry Festival
(Craiova, Romania), and the 2019 Prima Vista International Literature
Festival (Tartu, Estonia), Shanghai International Poetry Festival (online).
Awards: 2017 Publication Prize at the Pannonian Geleb Poetry Festival in
Serbia; 2018 Milo§ Crnjanski Prize at the Vienna International Literature
Festival in Austria, 2018 Honorary Nagy Naman Literature Prize; 2020
International Poetry Prize from the European Academy of Sciences, Arts
and Letters; 2025 Tulliola Renato Filippelli (TRF) World Prize for Foreign

Writers; and more.

Having deeply cherished the philosophy of the Spanish philosopher Maria
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Zambrano over many years, she was entrusted with authoring the entry for
Zambrano in The Encyclopedia of Hispanic Studies (Maruzen Publishing).
She has compiled her academic essays into the volume The Poetics of
Maria Zambrano, continuously embodying the flame of "poetic reason"

(razon poética) through her own unique poetic creations.

Mariko Sumikura

Poeta, traduttore, redattore. Nato a Kyoto (1952), laureato alla Ristumeikan

University. Rappresentante della Japan Universal Poets Association,

caporedattore della rivista internazionale online "Poetic-Bridge:

Ama-Hashi".

Pubblicazione principale: "Kokoro Kaoru Hito"," Yume Tsumugu Hito","

Hikari Oru Hito", "Ai Matou Hito"," Tsuchi daku Masurao".(Chikurinkan)

Pubblicazioni estere: "L'amore ¢ un'equazione misteriosa" (Romania), "I

sognatore" (Estonia), "Duetto d'amore" (Polonia), "Primavera" (Italia)
(Albania)

Co-autore di libri:’Duet of Formula”con Laura Garavaglia. "Duet of

Flowers" con Hanane Aad, "Duet of Forests" con Gabriel Rosenstock,

"Duet of Silk" con Mikhail Sinelnikov, "Duet of Clouds" con Juri Talvet

E stata invitata a diverse letture di poesie internazionali come la 49a Struga

Poetry Letture nel 2011, Jan Smrek International Literary Festival nel 2012.

"Europa in Versi"(Como, Italia) nel 2015. Mihai Eminesuc International
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Poetry Festival (Craiova, Romania) nel 2015.Prima Vista Literature
Festival (Tartu, Estonia) nel 2019. Shanghai International Poetry Festival
(online).

Traduzione: Poesia contemporanea in-fuori dal Giappone, Serie JUNPA
BOOKS, Premio: "Mina wo Tonaete" ("Uttering Her Name" di Gabriel
Rosenstock) ha vinto il Translated Irish Literature Award dall'lrlanda
Literature Exchange nel 2012.Dante Maffia Haiku "Diecimila Haiku" 22
volumi 2021, "Nuovo Diecimila Haiku" 20 volumi 2023

Il primo premio al festival Pannonian Galeb festival per il libro di poesie
tradotto in serbo nel 2017. Milos Crnjanski Prize in International Literature
Festival-Wien 2017, Naji Naaman Literary Prize (Honour) 2018, European
Academy of Science, Arts, and Literary International Award for Poets
2020. Tulliola Renato Filippeli (TRF) World Prize for Foreign Artists

2025.

Nutrendo da molti anni un profondo amore per il pensiero della filosofa
spagnola Maria Zambrano, le ¢ stata affidata la stesura della voce a lei
dedicata nella Grande Enciclopedia di Studi Ispanici (Maruzen Publishing).
Autrice della raccolta di saggi La poetica di Maria Zambrano, continua a
esprimere costantemente la fiamma della "ragione poetica" (razon poética)

attraverso le sue creazioni poetiche uniche.
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